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Mayor outlines City response to disruption in waste pickup

City inspectors to begin assessing possible penalties against Waste
Management — fines could reach $1.25 million per day

SEATTLE — At a City Hall news conference this morning Mayor Mike McGinn announced that
city inspectors will begin assessing possible fines to be imposed on Waste Management for
non-collection of garbage, recycling, and food and yard waste, with funds to be returned to the
public in the form of bill adjustments. The fines could reach as high as $1.25 million per day.

“This service disruption is creating a hardship for residents and businesses, and we expect
Waste Management to fulfill their contract,” McGinn said. “We will be looking for every missed
collection by Waste Management and with the public’s help we will hold them accountable. |
urge both sides to return to the table to reach a mutually acceptable solution.”

With Waste Management’s one week grace period over, Seattle Public Utilities inspectors will
begin fanning out across Seattle looking for missed collections and assessing possible penalty
fees. Wednesday customers have been asked to keep any uncollected carts out until Thursday,
August 2. Any uncollected carts will be recorded for fines — up to $1.25 million a day — to be
issued to Waste Management.

The public can report missed collections through the following ways.

e Clicking on a link on Seattle Public Utilities website at www.seattle.gov/util

e Via personal twitter accounts: making sure to include the block where they live (a
specific address is not necessary), the hash tag #theymissedme, and a picture of their
carts.

In addition to reporting missed collections, the public can get rid of uncollected garbage at the
city’s transfer stations. Single-family residents in Waste Management’s service areas may drop
off up to six bags of garbage and yard waste for free at the South and North transfer stations.
Both stations are open seven days a week. The north station operates 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
and the south station’s hours have been extended until 9 p.m. for the duration of the strike.



http://www.seattle.gov/util
http://www.seattle.gov/util/Services/Garbage/Recycling_&_Disposal_Stations/index.asp

Customers should bring appropriate identification — for example, a driver’s license or a utility
bill — to demonstrate they are City of Seattle residents.

Recycling drop-off is always free.

SPU is also similarly asking Thursday customers to put garbage, yard waste and recycling out
before 7 a.m. tomorrow morning. Carts should be left out until 6 p.m. Friday night, August 3, for
possible collection and recording for fines.

Mayor McGinn also directed SPU to return any collected penalties to its customers, in the form
of adjustments to their solid waste bills. Details of that arrangement are being developed by
SPU.

The Mayor emphasized that the city’s top priority is safeguarding public health and safety, and
he urged the company and the union to get back to the bargaining table immediately to get their
differences resolved and the garbage picked up.

SPU operates two transfer stations:

e The North Recycling and Disposal Station is located at 1350 North 34th Street in
the Fremont/Wallingford area.

e The South Recycling and Disposal Station is located at 8105 5th Avenue
South in the South Park area.

Customers can also check to see if there are lines with SPU’s station web cams.
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http://maps.google.com/maps?ie=UTF8&hl=en&q=1350+N.+34th+St.,+seattle&hq=&hnear=1350+N+34th+St,+Seattle,+King,+Washington+98103&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=8105+5th+Avenue+South,+seattle&sll=47.648721,-122.340625&sspn=0.00665,0.013754&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=8105+5th+Ave+S,+Seattle,+King,+Washington+98108&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=8105+5th+Avenue+South,+seattle&sll=47.648721,-122.340625&sspn=0.00665,0.013754&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=8105+5th+Ave+S,+Seattle,+King,+Washington+98108&z=16
http://www.seattle.gov/util/services/garbage/recycling_&_disposal_stations/index.asp

